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McMurray Medical Recognized for Innovative Airway Device 

McMurray Enhanced Airway Highlighted at WAMM 
 
 
St. Paul, Minn. — Nov. 12, 2019 — McMurray Medical has been selected as a finalist for the World 

Airway Management Meeting’s Innovation in Airway Management award. Roxanne McMurray, CRNA, 

DNP, APRN and inventor of the McMurray Enhanced Airway (MEA), will present the MEA at the 

WAMM meeting in Amsterdam, Nov. 13-16. The award recognizes “the importance of innovation in 

Airway Management for the benefit of patients, staff or workplace or any combination of the three,” 

according to WAMM. Winners will be selected by a panel of airway management experts. 

“It’s an honor for the MEA to be recognized as an innovative solution in airway management,” 

said McMurray. “We have a problem that needs to be addressed. Anesthesia professionals immediately 

appreciate how the MEA fulfills a practical clinical need. The response has been extremely positive.” 

There is a void in airway tools for deep sedation or deep monitored anesthesia care (MAC) 

cases, leading anesthesia providers to apply workarounds to improve ventilation when current oral 

airways cannot adequately displace redundant pharyngeal tissue. A survey of 293 U.S. nurse 

anesthetists on airway management practices indicated that more than half had used nasal airways 

orally.1 Reasons cited included improving airway patency and reducing jaw thrust and chin lift 

maneuvers, especially with patients who are obese, elderly and/or who have history of obstructive 

sleep apnea. 

The MEA’s longer flexible tubing reaches the redundant tissue within the upper airway near the 

epiglottis to stent open the airway. The MEA’s distal end sits lower in the pharynx than other oral 

airways, also reducing the need for jaw thrust and chin lift maneuvers.  

The MEA’s pliable tubing aids in easy insertion while a built-in bite block is designed to prohibit 

the patient from biting down and compressing or severing the airway tubing—risks associated with the 

oral use of nasal airways. An integrated flange decreases the risk of the airway becoming dislodged at 

 



the lips. Nearly all of the survey respondents (98.2%) indicated they would be interested in trying a 

novel airway device similar in structure to a nasal airway but designed for use in the mouth.1  

The McMurray Enhanced Airway is available in the U.S. Visit mcmurraymed.com for more 

information. 

 

About McMurray Medical 
McMurray Medical was founded by Roxanne McMurray, DNP, APRN, CRNA, Assistant Program 
Director for Nurse Anesthesia Specialty at the University of Minnesota School of Nursing and a 
practicing anesthesia provider. Motivated to find a safer alternative to the real-world anesthesia practice 
of using nasal airways orally, the McMurray Enhanced Airway (MEA) combines the flexibility and 
ease-of-use of existing nasal airways with features designed for safe and effective oral use.  
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